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Planning and managing landscapes across borders  
Lessons learnt from the Three Countries Park (3LP) between  

Belgium, Germany and The Netherlands 



Outline 

1. Story of 3LP:  

What is the Three Countries Park? 

 

2. Activities & projects:  

What do we do? 

 

3. Lessons learnt:  

What can be drawn from our experiences? 
 



  1. STORY OF 3LP 





NL 

BE 

DE 



3LP = landscape partnership and platform in the  

Euregio Meuse Rhine EGTC   (not a regional park or nature park) 
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A peri-urban region with a shared green heart 

Euregio Meuse-Rhine: 

4 mio inhabitants 





Heuvelland © Visit Zuid Limburg 

Some impressions … 



Pays de Herve © Anja Brüll 



Regionaal Landschap Haspengouw en Voeren © Frederik Santermans 



Gulp valley © Anja Brüll 



Meuse valley © Provincie Limburg B 



Meuse valley © Provincie Limburg B 



Gruenmetropole Carl-Alexander Park © Dominik Ketz 

Bild von Carl Alexander Park 



Hasselt C-Mine © Provincie Limburg B 



Omgeving Hasselt © Provincie Limburg B 



MAHL Concept 1993 
Cross-border spatial planning initiative 



1993 

MHAL Study 

2003 

Interreg Project 
Three Countries 

Park 

2013 

EMR takes  
on project 

mangement 

2016  

Cooperation 
agreement 

2020 

renewed 
agreement 

Three Countries 

Park as a  

spatial vision 

‚common garden‘ in 

between the MAHHL 

cities 

 

Kick off 3LP as 

Cooperation of  9 partners 

project management by  

Province Limburg NL 

supported by Benelux 

Generalsekretariat 

 

3LP as Cooperation  

of 13 partners 

EMR Leadpartner 

Landscape platform  

in the Euregio Meuse-

Rhine 

 

HISTORY – 3LP development steps 



      Cooperation of 13 partners from B, NL, D 

      based on a partnership agreement 

Today 

Authorities with competences in landscape & spatial planning, evironment and nature   

photo: Marc Hoffmeister 



Steering group 

Project group 

Budget  

3LP Partners Leadpartner Euregio MR 

3LP  COOPERATION AGREEMENT 

presidency  

decisions 

coordination  

participating actors and organisations 

Project leader 

ACTIVITIES 

 Organisation 



 Cooperation agreement (4 years) 

 Strategic Plan (4 years) 

 Workplan (2 x 2 years) 

 Budget (2 x 2 years) 

 

 

Our work is guided by the European Landscape Convention 

Art. 9 Transfrontier landscapes: The Parties shall encourage transfrontier co-operation on local and 

regional level and, wherever necessary, prepare and implement joint landscape programmes. 

 

 Documents 

photo: Marc Hoffmeister 



Mission : providing a cross-border collaboration and exchange platform  

for preservation and development of the quality of the open space and  

the landscapes of the Three Countries Park 

Objectives – or „what do we want to achieve“ : 

 Raising awareness for the common open space and landscapes of the 3LP 

 to promote collaboration across borders 

 to give orientation and innovative impulses  

 

For a sustainable development in the Euregio Meuse-Rhine 

 Mission 



 2016 - 2019                  2020 - 2023 

Core theme: Landscape and green infrastructure (incl. Water)  

annuel/ bi-annuel focus on specific subjects 

 
- defined in the strategic plan - 

Agriculture and energy 

Culture and recreation 

Urbanisation and infrastructures 

Themes 

Gouvernance and financial models 

Climate adapted land use 

2017 

2018 

2019 

2020 - 2021 

2022 - 2023 



   2. ACTIVITIES & PROJECTS # 



MAHL Spatial development 

perspective 

1993 

Three Countries Park  

development perspective 

2001-2003 

ESPON study LP3LP 

landscape framework  

2012-2014 

Regional Design  
– spatial studies & visions –  
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source: https://www.espon.eu/programme/projects/espon-2013/targeted-analyses/lp3lp-landscape-policy-3-countries-park  







13 “Guiding Principles”  for landscape development 



 Spatial landscape vision with guiding principles 

 Landscape partnership / management 

 4 Strategies: 

Green infrastructure strategy 

Cultural heritage and access strategy 

Complementary biomass strategy 

Quality production strategy 

Elements Landscape Policy – (eu)regional level 
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The spatial studies and vision are used in the partner regions as  

reference and source of inspiration. Examples: 

 

Landscape plan  

– City of Aachen 

Handbook core qualities 

– Zuid-Limburg 

 

Regional Plan – Wallonie 

 

Master plans  

– Meuse valley 



             Bringing people and their expertise together  

Events 



 Forum Nature EMR 2016 



Project support & development 



Gefinancierd door het Europese Fonds voor Regionale Ontwikkeling  

 De Europese Commissie werkt aan uw toekomst 

2010 - 2013 
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LIVES – Litter free rivers and streams 
Interreg V-EMR project  2019-2024 

photo: Anja Brüll 



HYPOWAVE 
BMBF Research project 

 

 
 Reuse of treated domestic  

wastewater in hydroponic greenhouse  

production of ornamental plants  

 

 Reuse of nutrient rich effluent in  

constructed wetlands and willow  

plantations for bioenergy use 

 

Municipal 

wastewater 

Clear water 

source: http://www.hypowave.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Ergebnisse/Broschueren/HypoWave_Broschuere_Raeren_final.pdf 



HABITAT Euregio Maas-Rijn 

Gefinancierd door het Europese Fonds voor Regionale Ontwikkeling  

 De Europese Commissie werkt aan uw toekomst 

2010 - 2013 



Space for green infrastructure - Analysis  



GIS Viewer 
Integration of geographic data 

Realised by StädteRegion Aachen, based on preliminary work by Provincie Limburg NL 

 



Green infrastructure – comparative tables of   

zones available for download 

 



Other data: land use / land cover  

Planned: vegetation types, ecosystem services mapping 

 



Space for green infrastructure – Project proposals  

1. Eifel/Ardennen – Kempen Corridor 2. Ecoindustrial Meuse-Valley and  

    Albert Canal 

3. Green-blue infrastructure in  

     agricultural landscapes 

4. Communication campaigns for the values and perfomances  

    of landscapes, green infrastructure and ecosystem services 



source: http://www.alpenkarpatenkorridor.at Role  

model 



LOESS 

Ribbon 

Meuse Corridor 
Our ‚AKK‘ ;-) 

Ardennes-Kempen-

Korridor 

to be developed … together? 



 appreciation of landscape by people 



photos: dearhunter.eu 



Subjective mapping … 



… of the landscape perception of people 



photo: dearhunter.eu 
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photos: dearhunter.eu 



Dear Landscape storylines 



  3. LESSONS LEARNT ? 



Cross-border added value 
or what our partners say… 

 “The 3LP provides a coherent picture of the border region.” 

 “The 3LP offers an euregional context: possibility to position oneself.” 

 “The 3LP generates trusting collaboration between 3 countries,  

4 regions and several administrative levels (= territorial cohesion).” 

 “The 3LP allows to participate in projects, to work concretely together 

on projects.” 

 “The 3LP is a meeting point and a hub where we can get to know our 

neighbours better.” 

 “The 3LP enables the exchange of knowledge and experience in a very 

concrete way.” 

 “Synergies are obtained by bringing together several partners…Who 

else would do it? In the absence of a structure for regular meetings, 

cross-border collaboration could only be initiated by individual 

organizations.” 



While governments and authorities mostly deal with  

tangible landscape settings and elements as  

protection goods, e.g. water, certain species and  

habitats, landscape image …  

 

 

… for people, more intangible landscape  

characteristics are of high importance, e.g. related  

to the property regime, permeability, degree of  

‚wilderness‘ and ‚freedom to discover and appropriate 

places‘.  





While it is relatively easy to bring actors from one  

sector together across borders, e.g. from the water  

sector OR the agricultural sector …  

 

 

… the real borders to overcome are still  those between 

sectors and disciplines, e.g between water AND agri- 

culture, urban planners AND nature conservationists, etc. 



      Forum 2017: “Agriculture creates landscape” 



Ausblick Forum 2019 – Topic          Forum 2019 on Urbanism 

The built landscape:  

between affordable housing and “beton-stop” 

Green and grey infrastructure in a cross-border dialogue 
 

 

photo: Anja Brüll 



While landscape protection and planning  (incl.  

regional design and master planning) is very  

important, especially in terms of creating 

 -  legally binding protection zones, 

 -  shared visions and territorial context… 

 

 

… the real transformation on the ground happens 

through actors oriented landscape management. 



Transition by area-based ‚landscape-scale‘ organisations  

Case 1: Sustainable bioeconomy in the landscape 

  

 

REVIERa   

Innovation process in  

browncoal area - RWTH 

Aachen University 

IKL  Biomeiler project 

INBO  Research in Voeren 

+ VLM                        

    Biogov project 

(LEADER)  

LAG Ostbelgien 

Ecological hedge manage-

ment and bioenergy use 

Regionaal landscap  

Haspengouw en Voeren 

Scetch & match with farmers 

Valbiom 

Biomasse 

en Wallonie 

... 

 

DE 

NL 
B - Flanders 

B - Wallonie 

 

From landscape maintenance  

to landscape innovation ! 

Orange: support by research institutions 



Transition by area-based ‚landscape-scale‘ organisations  

Case 2: Zero-net land take 2050 in the landscape 

  

 

NRW   

Reduzierung der  

Flaecheninan- 

spruchnahme 

Nationaal Landscap Zuid Limburg 
Department Omgeving   

Verdichten en ontsnipperen  

 

Parc naturel  

Haute Fagne Eifel 

Landscape Charta 

(LEADER) GAL Pays de Herve 

Ateliers du territoire 

Service Public de Wallonie 

Schéma de Développement  

du Territoire (Regional Plan)  

DE 

NL 
B - Flanders 

B - Wallonie 

(LEADER)  

LAG Ostbelgien 

Sustainable housing  

project 

 

 

From local landscape convention  

to LEADER LAG to Parc naturel? 

Violett: support by regional authorities 

Provincie Limburg Stad-Land-Zones 

 



While landscape architects are highly capable, well  

educated  and motivated to do this job of transition  

management in the landscape … 

 

 

… they often need more  

- Courage (to actively engage & partner with land use sectors) 

- Recognition (e.g. in the economic and engineering professions) 

- Resources (continuous processes rather that single projects) 



Linking landscape policy to cohesion policy by 3 metaphors: 

 Landscape as asset  
> better aligning ‚value‘-concepts: landscape qualities/ functions, ecosystem services  

 Landscape as place 
> more area-based instruments like LEADER, CLLD, Integrated urban-rural development 

 Landscape as common ground 
> capacity building & tools for territorial governance (e.g. adaptive landscape managment) 

 

   LP3LP project: Recommendations for  

   a ‚landscape approach‘ at EU level 

photos: © Provicie Limburg B 



wish to cooperate 

 With ECLAS, ELC and other organisations, e.g. 

PURPLE (peri-urban regions platform Europe), to  

promote a landscape approach within the 

European Green Deal? 

 

 With Alpine-Carpatian-Corridor and other tri-

country regions developing cross-border green 

infrastructure   

 

 Other? 

 
 



new website coming soon! 

contact: anjabruell@euregio-mr.eu 

 

Thank you for your attention! 

further information 

https://www.3landenpark.eu 

https://www.espon.eu/programme/projects/espon-2013/targeted-analyses/lp3lp-landscape-policy-3-countries-park  

https://www.degruyter.com/view/j/cass.2017.3.issue-1/cass-2017-0007/cass-2017-0007.xml  

https://www.3landenpark.eu/
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