
                                                            
Natura 2000 Biogeographical Process 

 

Natura 2000 Biogeographical Process 
 

 

Forum Natur Euregio-Maas-Rhein, Klever Treffen 

Aachen, 28 – 30 April 2016 

 
Mark Snethlage, ECNC-European Centre for Nature Conservation 



                                                            
Natura 2000 Biogeographical Process 

©
 S

ta
a

ts
b

o
s
b
e
h
e

e
r 



                                                            
Natura 2000 Biogeographical Process 

The Natura 2000 Biogeographical Process 

This presentation 

 

 Background and context 

 The Process 

 The Communication Platform 

 Zooming into the Atlantic region: issues and actions 

 Future steps and cooperation 
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27.393 sites 

1.106.612,96 km2 

18.1% of the land area 
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Protect species and 
habitats - Target 1 

 

By 2020, the 
assessments of 
species and 
habitats protected 
by EU nature law 
show better 
conservation or a 
secure status for 
100 % more 
habitats and 50 % 
more species. 
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Natura 2000 Biogeographical Process in a nutshell 

 WHY?  In support of Target 1 of the Biodiversity Strategy 

 WHEN?  Launch in 2011 

 WHERE?  EU, at Biogeographical level 

 WHO?  All Natura 2000 stakeholders 

 WHAT?  Networking, information exchange and cooperation 

 HOW?  Events (workshops, seminars, networking events, study 
  tours etc) & Communication platform + forum 
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Governance 

Expert Group on Natura 2000 Management 

 

One Steering Committee per biogeographical region: 

 Member States 

 European Commission 

 European Environmental Agency 

 European Topic Centre on Biological Diversity 

 European Habitats Forum 

 Natura 2000 Users Forum 
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Natura 2000 Biogeographical Process Cycle 

 Pre scoping document 

 Steering Committee 

 Expert consultation 

 Seminar Input Document 

 (Preparatory Workshop) 

 Seminar 

 Networking Events 
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9 workshops & seminars 

17 networking meetings 

19 Steering Committee meetings 

56 site visits 

200 case studies 

230 experts consulted 

2680 participants 
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Up-coming follow-up events in the different 
biogeographical regions 

BGR Title Place Dates 

Continental European Workshop on Control and 

Eradication of IAS 

Budapest, Hungary 19 – 21 April 

Mediterranean Workshop on Mediterranean forest 

management and Natura 2000 

Gordes (near 

Carvaillon), France 

May 

Atlantic LIFE Platform meeting on restoration of sand 

dune habitats 

Zandvoort, Netherlands 15 – 17 June 

Alpine/Contine

ntal 

Forest management and Natura 2000 in the 

Alpine and Continental region 

Padova, Italy 21 – 23 June 

Boreal Grand Tour on Restoration Finland, etc August 

Atlantic Management of Nature 2000 sites in Estuaries 

and Sea Ports 

Hamburg, Germany 15 – 16 

September 

Atlantic/All Bosland 10 Years Conference – people and 

Nature in Partnership 

Lommel, Belgium 12 – 14 October 

Marine Workshop linked to MedPAN Forum Morocco 28 November – 1 

December 

Marine Event linked to LIFE MarPro project final 

conference 

Portugal Tbc 

Atlantic Thematic Twinning Project Tbc Tbc 
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Midterm Review 
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Future Developments 

The main elements concern: 

• Stronger focus to meeting the EU 2020 Biodiversity Objectives; 

• Biogeographical level favourable reference values; 

• Strengthening the Marine aspects of the process; 

• Analysis of the Article 17 reporting; 

• Identified National Priorities (PAFs); 

• Identifying ‘low-hanging fruit’: habitats and species identified 
for priority consideration as well as more challenging issues; 

• Appropriate measures for conservation status according to 
scale. 
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The Second Altlantic Seminar (22 – 25 October 2016, 
Ireland) 

• First seminar organised according to new strategic 
orientations; 

• Joint working with ETC/BD – Article 17 analysis/State 
of Nature Report; 

• Themes and topics for specific focus to be defined; 

• Expert consultation process (May to June) > Seminar 
Input Document by end of September; 

• Programme to follow model of previous seminars, 
adapted according to recent discussions. 
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Natura 2000 Platform 

 http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/index_en.htm  

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/index_en.htm
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Platform statistics 
Content uploads to date: 

 

 445 documents 

 69 news items 

 105 relevant links 

 7 Funding opportunities 

 195 listed experts (link) 

 816 listed organisations (link) 

 126 Expert Input Pages (link) 

 8 regular and 1 special edition 
Natura 2000 Biogeographical 
Process Newsletters (link) 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/expert_directory/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/organizations/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/webdata/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/news/newsletter/196_n2000_biogeographical_process_newsletter_en.htm
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Natura 2000 Platform – important developments  
 

 An advanced document and 
information management system has 
been developed 

 Digital newsletter developed and 
circulated (bi-monthly) 

 Facility for users to submit expert and 
organisational profiles 

 Access to information through an 
interactive biogeographical map 

 Page with Natura 2000 funding 
opportunities  

 Links developing with LIFE database 

 REQUEST - please, promote & 
participate > share your details! 
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Developments in progress 

 Further integration of the LIFE Database 
into BGR info pages is being developed 

 New specialised BGR info pages tailored 
at providing specific information on 
indicated habitat types 

 An image library is under development 

 Individual feedback pages for platform 
users are being developed 

 REQUEST - please, get involved & 
participate > you are each others’ 
resource! 
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Natura 2000 Platform forum 

 65 members 

 18 topics 

 35 posts 

 >50 000 views 

 

 Ideal place to post questions and issues   
    regarding Natura 2000 and the Process.  
    Please be engaged! 
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Atlantic Biogeographical Region 

 

 UK 

 Ireland 

 Denmark 

 Germany 

 Netherlands 

 Belgium 

 France 

 Spain 

 Portugal 
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Management of Nature 2000 sites in Estuaries and Sea Ports 

Hamburg (DE), 15 – 16 September 2016 
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LIFE Platform meeting on restoration of sand dune habitats 

Zandvoort (NL), 15 – 17 June 
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Cross cutting issues 

 Climate change 

 Habitat fragmentation / connectivity 

 Stakeholder involvement 

 Cross-border cooperation 

 Eutrophication 



                                                            
Natura 2000 Biogeographical Process 

Natura 2000 and Nitrogen 
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Nitrogen Deposition and the Nature Directives Impacts and 
Responses: Our Shared Experiences.  

Workshop, Peterborough, (UK), 2-4 December 2013 ©
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Dutch Nitrogen Tour  

Drenthe (NL), November 2015 
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Dutch Nitrogen Tour 

 Share experiences with regards to: 

 

 

The Dutch Approach to Nitrogen 

 

(Programmatische Aanpak Stikstof, PAS) 
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Trend Analysis N-deposition 

Current Prognosis Location in the field 
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Room for development and 
habitats 



                                                            

Thank you very much 
 

Natura2000Platform@ecnc.org 
 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/
natura2000/platform/index_en.htm 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/index_en.htm

